


above 21 C and the beetles are seen on the uncut rows use one of the recommended chemicals.
Cutworms, Tarnished Plant Bugs and Aphids

These insects may cause problems in some seasons but they have not been identified as
significant pests of asparagus in this area.

FOR SPECIFIC CHEMICAL CONTROLS SEE THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES "GUIDE TO
PEST MANAGEMENT" FOR VEGETABLE CROPS.

Harvesting and Handling

New plantings can usually be harvested for about 2 weeks in the spring of the third year after
field setting. Harvest by cutting or snapping spears at ground level when 18 to 25 cm tall. In
established plantings, the harvest season is from about May 20 to early July. Harvesting should
be terminated early if emerging spears are too thin to meet the grade standards. Over cutting
causes a rapid decline in stand vigor. Harvesting and trimming must be done efficiently if this
crop is to be profitable.

Storage and Conditioning

Asparagus is usually not stored. It can be kept 3 to 4 weeks when hydrocooled immediately after
harvest and stored at 2 C. Storage at 0 C for more than 10 days can cause chilling injury. High
relative humidity is important to prevent excessive moisture losses. High relative humidity is
obtained by placing the butts of asparagus on wet pads or pre-packaging spears in perforated
bags. A moisture loss of 3 to 6% will markedly affect the quality. The average freezing
temperature of asparagus is -1 C. At 0 C half the initial sugar in an asparagus spear is lost after 2
weeks of storage, at 10 C it takes 1 week, at 20 C it takes 2 days, and at 30 C only about one half
day. Spears should be held upright to avoid undesirable curvature.

Controlled atmosphere storage benefits asparagus by reducing decay and toughening. When the
temperature can be held between 0 and 3 C, 12 £ 2% carbon dioxide and normal oxygen makes

an acceptable atmosphere; at higher temperatures the carbon dioxide should be reduced to 7 +
2%. Exposure of spears to ethylene which can cause toughening should be avoided.
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