Enviromental Guidelines for Construction and Mineral Exploration Companies
PREFACE
The following guidelines were prepared to assist construction contractors and mineral exploration
companies to carry out their activities so that the least damage to the environment results.
The first four sections are aimed primarily at construction contractors who may be building linear facilities
such as acces s roads, but m ay also be of use to m ineral exploration com panies. Sections 5 to 8 are
applicable to both mineral exploration companies and construction companies, while sections 9 to 11 deal
spe cifically with m ineral exploration issues s uch as drilling and trenc hing.
The guidelines presented here are not legally binding; they simply represent good practices that should be
followed by construction and mineral exploration companies, although failure to follow these guidelines
could result in situations for which legal action could be taken. They are based on current construction
practices and should not be regarded as the last word in environmental protection. Under unusual
conditions, impacts not covered in these guidelines may occur. Throughout the text, there are other
sources and guidelines mentioned. If a procedure is not completely covered, these other publications
sho uld be con sulted for further details.
There are several acts and statutes which may govern certain aspects of mineral exploration. Approval
may be required from various agencies depending on the location and nature of the exploration program.
Most of these agencies are mentioned in the guidelines; however, the responsibility for obtaining approval
rests with th e pro pon ent.

CLEARING AND TIMBER SALVAGE
Planning sho uld include m itigative m eas ures to m inim ize the num ber o f stream cros sings an d pro m ote
cut-and-fill operations to minimize borrowing operations outside of the right-of-way, buffer zones, etc.
Once planning has been completed, all required permits and approvals obtained, and the route flagged,
the first step in construction will normally be clearing. The importance of this phase will depend on the type
of road being constructed and the nature of the existing vegetation. If an existing right-of-way is being
use d, clea ring m ay be m inim al or no t requ ired at all.

W HE RE TO CL EAR
Clearing should be carried out only along the approved right-of-way. Trails need only to be cleared to the
width of the vehicles travelling the road. Haul roads may require a single lane supplemented by turnouts or
a right-of-way wide enough to handle traffic in two directions. In all cases individual farms, regional
pastures, blueberry managem ent units, silviculture plots and plant quarantine areas should be avoided.
Bu ffe rs from 15 to 150 m etres m ust be left along bodies of wate r for bo th erosion protec tion and aesthe tic
reasons. T he width of the buffer zone will depend on soil characte ristics (clay ric h soil is m ore susceptib le
to solifluction), the steepn ess of the slope leading to bodies of w ater a nd the type o f road co nstru ction. A
recom m end ed fo rm ula for dete rm ining buffer zone width is:
1 2 me tres + 1.5 metres x slope (% )

Th e follow ing bu ffer zo nes m ust be m aintained a roun d pro tected wa ter su pply are as:
Body of Water

Width of Buffer Zone

Intake Pond/Lake

150 metres

River Intake

150 metres for a distance of 1 kilometre upstream and 100 m etres
downstream

Main River Channel

75 metres

Main Tributaries/lakes/ponds

50 metres

Other bodies of water

30 metres

In addition, no clearing activity is to occur within 800 metres of a bald eagle or osprey nest during the
nesting season (May 15 to July 31) and 200 metres outside the nesting season. All hardwoods within 30
metres of a body of water occupied by a beaver are to be left standing. For known waterfowl staging
areas, a minimum 30 metre buffer from the water's edge with at least 20 metres of forest will be
established. These areas will be identified by the Canadian W ildlife Service.

HO W TO CL EAR
Clearing by axe, saw, bulldozer, etc. should be carried out in a manner that will minimize surface
disturbance and prevent erosion. Ground vegetation loss should be kept to a minimum and low ground
shrubs should be preserved along the right-of-way. This vegetation preserves soil stability and acts as a
sediment filter near waterways.
Trees should be fe lled onto th e rig ht-of-way to m inim ize d isturbance to th e adjo ining fo rest. Trees should
always be felled away from watercourses. A watercourse is defined to include:
a. any pond, lake, river, stream, brook, creek or marsh that visibly feeds into a water system; or
b. any pond greater than 0.25 hectares in area
Debris and brush should not be disposed of within 30 metres of the high water mark of any watercourse or
body of water. Care sh ould be taken to ensure that leaners are no t left along the right-of-way. Leaners are
trees that have been partially knocked over during clearing, but which are left leaning over the right-of-way
or hanging in the surrounding forest. Sensitive slopes, unstable soils and water crossings require special
clearing procedures - hand clearing instead of machine clearing - to prevent surface disturbance and
reduce erosion.
Me rchanta ble tim ber s hou ld be c ut, trim m ed a nd p iled alon g the right-of-wa y. A Tim ber C utting P erm it,
obtained from the Department of Forest Resources and Agrifoods, is required. Specific conditions
included with the permit are: (1) no cutting within 100 metres of the centerline of a public highway; (2) no
cutting within 15 metres of any stream or body of water; (3) the holder of a permit shall not deposit any
trees, logs, slash or other logging debris likely to cause pollution in or when frozen on any stream or body
of water; and (4) the permit holder shall not operate in or disturb streams or waterways with skidders or
other logging equipment unless written permission has been obtained from the Provincial Department of
Environment and Labour and the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
Tops and limbs (brush) can be lopped and scattered, windrowed along the sides of the right-of-way or
piled for burning. A Burning Permit can be obtained from a local Department of Forest Resources and

Agrifoods office. W hen crossing bogs and wet areas, b rush m ay be spread on the rig ht-of-way before fill is
dumped.

STRIPPING AND STOCKPILING
Stripping involves the removal of topsoil and overburden before the construction of the road or facilities.
The m ate rial that sh ould be stripped is that portion of the soil with th e m ajo rity of pla nt roots. This is
usu ally the top 15 to 40 centim etres . Stripping sh ould be done in 2 stages :
1. remo val of the organic layer (top soil);
2. remo val of the inorganic layer (overburden).
Topsoil and organics must be stockpiled separately from the rest of the overburden for later revegetation
purposes and to prevent mixing. All stockpiles must be easily accessible, on well drained ground, away
from bodies of water (minimum of 50 metres) and standing timber. A working space of at least 5 metres
around sto ck piles is rec om m ended. T opsoil and organics should be stored in low (1-2 m etre high) stab le
piles to decrease compaction effects, and if they are to be stored for extended periods, they should be
vegetated to m inimize nutrient loss, erosion of fines and structure change.

QUARRIES AND BORROW AREAS
PLANNING
Advanced planning by a qualified person, engineer/geoscientist, is essential for a pit operation to run
sm oothly. The o perator m ust know the type and quantity of m aterial required and w here to get it. There
should be an understanding of how to search for a new location of aggregate material and why some
sources cannot be excavated because of such factors as local drainage patterns, important wildlife areas,
pres ent and p lanned p ark s an d res erve s etc .
An existin g pit should be used if it c an m eet the req uirem ents. Nu m erous pits in a sm all area are unsightly
and harm ful to the environm ent.
A Q uarry P erm it fro m the De partm ent of Mines and Energy is req uired to develop a quarry or borrow pit
and it contain s several specific conditions which m ust be follo we d. T hese include: (1) no quarrying within
50 metres of any roadway, body of water or watercourse; (2) no quarrying within 300 metres of any
residential development without the permission of the Minister in writing; (3) no quarrying within 90 metres
of the cen terline of Protected Road Zon e Areas ; (4) no qua rrying within 15 m etres of priva te pro perty
unless prior written consent of the owner is obtained and a copy of this consent forwarded to the
Department of Mines and Energy; and (5) the permit holder shall leave tree screens where they exist
between the workings and adjacent roads, highways or other land uses or earthen berms shall be
constructed to screen the operation.

DESIGN
To develop a pit in an orderly and efficient manner, it must first be well designed. Remem ber that
boundary edges (which should be flagged) are the absolute limits of the excavation - all work including
stockp iling and restoration m ust take place w ithin these limits. Therefore, a we ll designed pit will allow for:
- con trolled acce ss in and out of the pit;
- work ing sp ace in which to m ove equ ipm ent;

- sto rage are as for sto ck piling topsoil and overburden separately;
- space to form a final grade;
- visual screening;
- dust control by washing, etc. when required; and
- space for an a cceptable settling pond system (s) to remo ve suspe nded so lids from any water
used.
The best protection that can be given to the environment is to limit the amount of land disturbed. Staking
and flagging the boundary is an important first step in containing work activities. Any slash generated from
the clearing phase sh ould be placed in a com pact windrow at least 5 m etres away from standing timber.
All orga nics and topsoil m ust be stripped from the cleared are a an d sa ved for restora tion pu rpos es. It
must be piled in its own separate location and must not be mixed with the overburden. Ample working
space should be left behind the pile to allow equipment to re-spread the material at the restoration stage.
Excavated material should be stockpiled on well drained ground and a minimum 50 metres away from
waterbodies.
Open pits should be visually screened if possible. Ideally, the pit should be developed on the downhill side
of the road where it is completely concealed from view. Visual screening can be done in a well vegetated
area by leaving a buffer strip of a variety of natural vegeta tion including trees betwe en the roa d and the pit
by doglegging the access to the pit area. If a pit is near a watercourse or a body of water, a 50 metre wide
buffer zone of natural vegetation including trees is required, as the natural vegetation serves to filter runoff an d protec t fish. T he pit acc ess road should also be screened from highw ays. During operatio ns, it is
essential that the pit site not be used as a disposal place for oil, oil cans, fuel containers, etc. W hen
engine oil is changed, the spent oil must be completely contained and either removed to an approved
waste disposal site or delivered to a reprocessing facility so it does not pollute the soil or water or destroy
vegetation. If oil changes have to be carried out in pit, an oil absorbent should be used and removed to an
approved waste disposal site. In no case shall oil changes, lubrication and repair of vehicles be carried out
within 100 metres of any body of water - Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans.

RESTORATION
Regardless of location or size, all pits must be restored before abandonment. Restoration steps to be
taken before abandonment are:
- clean up;
- drainage and ero sion control;
- recontouring;
- overburd en re placem ent;
- revegetation.
Although the pit and surrounding areas should be kept as clean as possible throughout the operation, any
garbage or de bris m ust be com pletely disposed of a t an approved waste disposal site prio r to pit
abandonment. W hen revegetation is required, adequate drainage control measures must be taken. These
might include:
1. constru cting a berm at the to p of the slop e to stop w ater from runn ing into the pit;

2. laying brush and slash ac ross the slope to slow run-off and h old ba ck sed iment; and
3. directing run-off away from the pit by cutting drainage ditches or pumping.
W hen the pit is totally abandoned, the slopes of the pit should be graded to a suitable angle of repose no
steeper than two horizontal to one vertical (2:1). The final shape of the pit should blend into the natural
contour of the land. If pit walls cannot be graded to the suitable angle of repose (2:1), the recontoured
slope sh ould be gently steppe d to help reduc e ero sion.
All overburden re m oved and stoc kp iled when the pit was opened up m ust be spread evenly over the pit
floor and the recontoured side walls. If the pit was designed prop erly, there should have b een a sp ace left
between the overburden stockpile and the surrounding forest so that equipment can easily get behind the
overburden to push it down into the pit. The topsoil stored/salvaged, if any, when the pit was opened, must
now be spread over the overburden. T he topsoil conta ins seeds and org anic m ate rial that will help
vegetation regrow. W ithout any topsoil, natural revegetation is a much slower process.
Once the pit has been recontoured and any overburden and topsoil have been replaced, one of the
following decisions must be made in consultation with the Department of Environment and Labour keeping
in mind the final land use and factors such as climate, type of surface and its moisture holding capabilities:
1. allow natural revegetation with no assistance;
2. allow natural revegetation with some assistance; or
3. completely assist revegetation.
Generally, the best guide is to undertake a revegetation method that encourages a return to conditions as
close as possible to those that existed before operations commenced.

STREAM CROSSINGS
Any stream cros sing has the poten tial to alter the existing na tural flow regim e for the entire range of low to
high flow conditions and to impact on fish habitat. The alteration of natural stream flow, if carried out
improperly, can result in many types of serious problems such as flooding, dewatering, reduced ability of
the stream to ameliorate natural sedimentation and alteration of fish habitat, etc. Improperly installed
wate rcourse cro ssings c an re sult in ex tens ive loss and dam age to property, da nge r to hum an life, barriers
to fish migration, as well as environmental damage. W hen crossing a stream, there are four
environmental goals:
1. the prevention of bank erosion and sedimentation into the stream;
2. the protection of fisheries and wildlife habitat in and along the stream;
3. the preservation of water quality and its physical characteristics; and
4. the prevention of flooding and water diversion.
Proposed stream alterations require approval from the W ater Resources Division, Provincial
Department of Environment and Labour and the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans, i.e.
Authorization for W ork s or U nde rtakings Affe cting F ish H abitat.
In planning linear facilities such as roads, pipelines or transmission lines which require crossing of
wate rcourses, c ons ideration sh ould be given to route selec tion an d co rridor location in orde r to m itigate
the impact of the development on water resources. In selecting a crossing site, it is important to examine
the physical characteristics of the watercourse and its drainage basin, and to identify the site with the best

features and conditions for a crossing. The following points should be kept in mind:
Select gentle approaches, whether naturally occurring or constructed. If construction of
app roac hes is nec ess ary, coarse-grained m aterial shou ld be u sed .
Avoid cutting stream banks as this results in stream sedimentation.
Avoid using any machinery in streams. Rubber-tired or broad-tracked vehicles working from
streambank s are preferable.
Minimize or eliminate in-stream activities as these can stir up sediment, restrict stream flow,
impact upon fish and fish habitat, injure or kill beaver and muskrat, disturb nesting waterfowl and
divert the course of a stream. If in-stream activities are necessary and unavoidable, rubber tired
vehicles s hou ld be u sed and the work sho uld be sch edu led be twee n Ju ne 1 and Sep tem ber 3 0 to
minimize the effect upon the incubation, hatching and survival of juvenile fish.
Prevent the deposition of debris, soil and organic material in the stream. Do not fill an intermittent
stream channel or gully with soil to serve as a crossing.
Streams can be crossed by creating a ford, by installing a culvert or by constructing a bridge.

FORDS
Carefully selected stream fording sites will serve to minimize the impact to fish and fish habitat provided
traffic volume is low. W hen choosing a fording location, a site with stable bed material such as natural
bedrock is preferable. Otherwise, the ford area should be stabilized with coarse material. All vehicles
using the site should be mechanically sound and free of mud, and should approach the watercourse at
right angles. If any right-of-way clearing is needed in the stream buffer zone, it should be done by hand
and all slash and debris kept from entering the watercourse. Further guidelines can be found in the
document "Environmental Guidelines for Fording", by Water Resources Division, W ater Investigations
Branch, Provincial Department of Environment and Labour. This document is also available from the
Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans.

CULVERTS
On m any access roads, culverts are the most com mon m ethod of crossing smaller streams. They must
be installed in such a manner that disruption to the stream bed and stream flow is minimized and fish
passage is not obstructed . The culvert should be designed to adequately contain peak flow s and should
always m aintain the original velocity and direction of strea m flow. T hey shou ld also be of sufficient len gth to
extend a short distance beyond the toe of the fill material and should be protected by rip-rap to prevent
blockage of the culvert ends by erosion.
Specific guidelines on culvert design and placement can be found in the publication "Resource Road
Construction; Fish Habitat Protection Guidelines" by McCubbin, Case, Rowe and Scruton 1990.

BRIDGES
Larger, faste r-flow ing stream s m ay re quire the constructio n of a b ridge in order to cross them . It is
environmentally desirable, even on small streams, to construct bridges instead of other alternatives such
as culverts because only bridges can avoid the alteration of flow regimes. Such problems as flooding,
erosion and siltation are avoided through the use of properly designed and constructed bridges. Bridges
are recommended for all watercourses supporting fish because there is no need to disturb the streambed
and sufficient capacity will ensure that flow velocities are kept to a level where fish passage is maintained.

Bridges are also reco m m ended w here the natural chann el is too steep to acc om m odate m axim um culvert
slopes, or where steep banks would necessitate a great deal of infilling if culverts were used. The
completed bridge should safely accomm odate reasonably predictable levels of flow and ice buildup, as
well as the forces of moving water and ice on the structure, without causing any adverse environmental
impact at the crossing or in upstream or downstream areas. Further guidelines can be found in the
document "Environment Guidelines for Bridges", by Water Resources Division, W ater Investigations
Section, Department of Environment and Labour, 1989.

M ARS HAL LING Y ARD S / LAY DO W N AR EAS
Site selection is an important aspect of locating marshalling yards, laydown areas and equipment storage
areas. The site should be of low value with respect to its potential for other uses when compared to other
lands in the area. A bandoned gra vel pits, abandoned com m ercial enterprises, o r other previously
disturbed areas are preferred locations. The site should be located to minimize potential traffic hazards.
Incoming and outgoing vehicles should be able to merge safely with other traffic. If no previously disturbed
site can be utilized , the n an area could be cleared and stripped, providing all org anic m ate rial and topsoil
is stockpiled in a separate, accessible location for future rehabilitation purposes. An adequate buffer zone
of at least 30 metres should be maintained between the yard or laydown area and the nearest body of
water.
Marshalling yards/laydown areas are not permitted within protected water supply areas.

TEM PORARY CAMPS
From an environmental standpoint, selection of an acceptable location for a camp site is of paramount
im portance and pro per pla nning will re duce the need for future m itigation . The locatio n of the first c am p is
often the site of all later camps. A Licence of Occupation is required for the purpose of road construction
and tem porary work ca m ps (Dep artme nt of Govern m ent Services and Lands).
Som e variables to consider when selecting a campsite are slope, wind exposure, available area, water
supply, drainage conditions and access. Available area is a major consideration. Leave enough room so
the original camp can form the nucleus from which larger camps grow. W hen more facilities are needed,
all operational and environmental protection measures are simplified if the camp can be expanded, rather
than opening a new camp. A flat site facilitates camp construction. W hen a sloping site must be used,
choose slopes facing south or west. These are the warmest and driest locations. Slopes that face north or
east are cooler and wetter. Cam ps should be located on previously cleared sites or areas where other
land use possibilities are low. Keeping excavation to a minimum will pay dividends later by reducing
restoration costs and problems when work ends.
Cam psites should be sheltered from strong winds; crew comfort and aircraft safety being the chief
reas ons . Gu sty wind s ca n ca use serious p roblem s for aircra ft.
W hen cam ps cann ot be located on dry ground, the area s hould be drained by shallow (30 + ce ntimeter)
trenches/drains to create a dry site. On slopes with substantial near-surface water flows (comm on on
north-facing slopes), it will be difficult to keep the camp dry; these areas should be avoided. Flat but wet
areas may be dried by clearing and leveling the area and then letting natural drainage remove excess
water. This is the process of surface discharge of water from an area by streamflow and sheet flow and
the removal of excess water from soil by downward flow. Clearing the area and building a dry elevated
grav el pad is m ore likely to be s ucc ess ful. In eithe r cas e, org anic m atter and topso il rem oved from the site
should be used later for site restoration. Boardwalks between buildings may be desirable in areas that
drain slowly. Besides making camp life more pleasant boardwalks reduce trampling of in-camp vegetation.
Acces s is a m ajor facto r in cam p loca tion. W here acc ess is overland, cam ps m ust be loca ted adjac ent to
the road. W hen camps rely on helicopters there must be room to build a helipad nearby. Access to the

helipad should be along gentle gradients to facilitate movem ent of supplies. If float planes provides
access, camps m ust be located near a sheltered lake shore where planes can land and take off without
taxiing long distances. A 30 metre buffer zone must be obtained between the camp area and the nearest
body of water. A fire break and the appropriate fire-fighting equipment as stipulated by the Department of
Forest Resources and Agrifoods should be established around and located on site.
Before any actual construction of the camp begins, a Permit-to-Occupy must be obtained from the
Department of Government Services and Lands, Lands Branch. (Exception - Fly Camps)

OPERATION
The cam p at all times should be operated in a safe, clean and orderly condition. A suitable potable water
supply must be chosen and a permit for water withdrawal obtained from the Department of Environment
and Labour. A permit is required from the Department of Government Services and Lands, for the
installation of on-site sewage disposal systems.
Most camps generate a variety of solid wastes most of which is wet or dry garbage. All solid matter must
be disposed of in an environmentally acceptable manner approved by the Department of Environment and
Labour. The m ajo r en viro nm ental problem with dry g arbage such as paper, wood and pack aging m ate rials
is one of aesthetics: blowing paper and litter can visually degrade wide areas.
Burning in an incinerator or pit is one way of disposing of this material; however, it should be discouraged
wherever possible. Because open burning is usually forbidden during forest fire season, incineration in a
screen ed u nit or co ntaine r is the p referred m etho d.
A Burning Permit is required from the Forestry Branch of Forest Resources and Agrifoods during the
fire season as d eclared by the Minister. This is usually between ea rly May and late Septem ber.
W et garbage, which consist mainly of waste food and food packaging may attract wildlife, provide a
breeding ground for flies and represent a source of disease. To limit these problems, food wastes must be
properly disposed of, preferably by incineration. Burning in an open pit is not recomm ended and because
of fire hazards, it is often not perm itted . Als o, w et garbage is unlik ely to burn com pletely, a nd "co ok ing" it
in a fire attracts animals. If garbage cannot be incinerated, it may be backhauled on the return leg of
supply flights, if the camp is fly-in. It will need to be carefully packaged and stored so it does not break
open in the aircraft. Ordinary garbage bags are not adequate, especially in winter. Heavy duty bags and
m eta l or p lastic garbage bins should fun ctio n well.
In summ er, ashes and noncombustible material can be placed in a landfill area. Pits should be excavated
in deep, stable dry soils. Filling should begin at one end and progress steadily along the pit. Each day
garbage should be covered by a thin layer of soil, about 10 centimetres thick. W hen a pit is full, it must be
covered by 1 m etre o f com pac ted soil. This will usually be su fficient to prevent anim als fro m burrowing into
the pit.
W hen landfill disposal is used, some animals will visit the dump. Every effort must be made to handle and
store food and garbage so that animals do not seek food in the camp itself. Animals that visit a camp
should not be fed. All predators are a po tential threat, and lim iting contac t with them is the only safe
course. Be ars are the greatest hazard. At pres ent, there is no truly effective and safe way to scare bea rs
away. Killing them is prohibited except in cases of imm ediate threat to human safety or property. Cam p
operators should contact the local office of the W ildlife Division of the Department of Forest Resources
and Agrifoods which should be able to provide current information on bear hazards in the area and advise
on the best deterrent methods available. A permit for W aste Disposal is required and can be obtained
from the Department of Government Services and Lands.

The m ajor source of sewage in most exploration camps and sm all construction camps is washwater and
human waste. Except in the largest camps, pit privies are used for human waste. The privy should be
down slope of the cam p and m ust be down slope of the water intake . Only hum an waste and chem icals
used to promote decay and/or reduce fly populations should be put in privies. W hen pits are full, they
should be covered with at least 30 centimetres of thoroughly compacted soil. Pit privies require approval
by the Department of Government Services and Lands.
W ashwater from the kitchen and washing facilities must also be disposed of in an approved manner. For
small camps, the best method is to discharge the wastewater to a kitchen sump located at least 15 metres
from any body of water. Sum p capacity should be at least 1.3 times the m aximum volume of wastewater
to be discharg ed. T he b ottom of the pit sho uld be filled with coars e gra vel and the sides sho red u p with
board, etc. to prevent erosion and collapse of the pit. W astewater must not be discharged directly onto the
shore or into a body of water. In large camps (greater than 6 men) washwater can be handled by sewage
treatment facilities.
Minimize the danger of fire by taking such precautions as mounting spark arresters on stovepipes,
incinerator stacks and motorized equipment. Adequate quantities of fire-fighting equipment must be
available to deal with accidental fires. Details of the type and amount of equipment required at a camp can
be obtained from the local District Office of the Forestry Branch of the Department of Forest Resources
and Agrifoods.

ABANDONMENT
Rem oval of material is the most basic task. It means taking away everything from tent frames to fuel
containers and this applies to all work sites and camps.
Man y mineral exploration cam ps are use d for only part of the year, and m aterial or equipment m ay be left
on-site for the next field season. If m ate rial is properly stored, enviro nm ental or property dam age is
unlike ly to occ ur while the cam p is em pty.
Equipment can be protected from damage by storing it in secure, inaccessible locations. Tents and other
structures should be taken down, but tent frames can stay up. Food should be removed and nonperishable items stored in a weather-tight building.
Fuel drums m ust be secured by removing nozzles and hoses, re-sealing them, and returning them to the
m ain fue l storage are a. W hen a cam p is closed fo r the season, all garbage m ust be properly disposed of.
Materials that cannot be burned should be removed to an approved waste disposal site.
Diam ond drill core left in the field mus t be properly and securely stored. Owne rs of drill core m ust preserve
the technical integrity of drill core in their possession. Persons intending to dispose of drill core must
contact the Department of Mines and Energy - Core Storage Program and the core will be considered for
collection.

FUEL STORAGE
Fuel storage in Newfoundland and Labrador is regulated by The Storage and Handling of Gasoline &
Associated Products Regulations, 1982, and a Certificate of Approval for a fuel storage system m ust be
obtained from the Department of Government Services and Lands. Fuel caches in remote areas of
Newfoundland and Labrador should abide by the Environmental Guidelines for Fuel Cache Operations
as stipulated by the Departm ent of Environm ent and Lab our.
A Certificate of Approval may not be required for a diamond drill or trenching program where only one or
two barrels are necessary to complete the job - helicopter supported reconnaissance drill job.

Regardless of the size of any fuel caches, all containers should be marked, indicating their content, and
m ust be handled carefully.
Fuel caches should be located on flat stable terrain at least 30 metres from the highwater mark of the
nearest bod y of water whenever po ssible. Exceptions will be considered for approva l (if justified).
Dyking of fuel caches is required at temporary or permanent sites when:
1. fuel is to be loc ated in sen sitive are as (d om estic wate r sup ply area s, se nsitive w ildlife area s,
ecological reserves , arch aeo logica l sites, etc .)
2. where filling/re filling of dru m s is propo sed or ca rried out.
Dyking is recomm ended at a fuel cache when:
1. the size of storage is 100 drums or more, and
2. the duration of storage is permanent
Dykes should be built of clay or other impermeable material. A liner may be used if it is protected from
punctures during installation. The preferred method for the elimination of water accumulation inside dykes
is the use of a portable pump. If a valved system is used, the valve must be padlocked in the closed
position when not supervised.
Any spill in excess of 70 litres m ust be reported through the 24 hour Sp ill Report Num ber 709-772-2083.
In addition, a fuel/oil spill clean up kit must be kept on site within the protected area to facilitate any clean
up in the event of a s pill.
This kit must include absorbent pads, loose absorbent materials such as dried peat, speedi-dry or
sawd ust and a conta iner such as an em pty drum for rec overing the fue l/oil.
If there is a bulk fuel storage facility within the protected area, the clean-up kit must include the following
list of fue l/oil spill clean-up e quipm ent:
1. Wajax fire pump and 100 m etres of hose;
2. Two hand operated fuel pumps;
3. Six recovery containers such as empty drums;
4. Four long handled shovels;
5. Two pick axes;
6. Fifteen cubic m etres of imp ervious soil (a silt or clay bearing gravel);
7. Fifty metres of low density rope;
8. Ten metres of containment boom;
9. Twenty-five absorbent pads; and
10. Two 60-kilogram pack ages of loose absorbe nt ma terial such as dried peat, speedi-dry or
sawdust.

W hen any fu el spill occ urs, s top the flow im m ediate ly if po ssible. This m ay enta il rep airing a leak , pum ping
out a tank or shu tting off a valve. If oil is spilled onto soil, dyking may be ne cessa ry. If fuel enters water,
abs orbe nt boom s or b arriers suc h as fenc ing or netting with loose a bso rben t or stra w m ust be us ed to
conta in the spill. If necess ary, cu lverts m ay be blocke d off by earth or w ooden barriers to contain fue l,
provided the threat of flooding is addressed.
All empty fuel containers must be removed from work areas and campsites. W hen an operation is shut
down for the season, all unused fuel must be retrieved and either stored at the main fuel storage area or
removed from the site. Contaminated soil or snow must be disposed of at an approved waste disposal
site.

MINERAL EXPLORATION AND BLASTING
Blasting is sometimes required in mineral exploration to (1) aid in access route developments and (2)
expose fresh rock for sampling.
No person shall be allowe d to conduct or dire ct a blastin g operation unless th ey are the holder of a va lid
blasters safety certificate issued by the Department of Environment and Labour. Every certificate is
normally granted for a period of 5 years. In all cases, explosives shall be stored a distance of at least
22.86 metres from a road and 30.48 metres from an occupied building. Explosives in excess of 68.04
kilo gram s shall be ke pt only on prem ises which have been licensed under the Ex plosives Ac t. All
transportation of explosives must conform with The Fire Comm issioners Act and The Explosives Act
(Cana da).
In general all trenches and other pits excavated by blasting methods should be backfilled. The material
should be replaced in reverse order than it was excavated, the surface area compacted, stabilized and
revegetated if natural revegetation appears unlikely. If the trenches have to be left open for a period of
tim e, th e piles of e xc avate d m ate rial should be contou red and sta bilize d. A bandoned access roa ds should
have permanent erosion control. All culverts are to be removed and suitable drainage structures installed.
Erosion bars shall be placed at frequent intervals to ensure stability. Permanent access roads shall be
maintained annually with cutbacks and fill slopes revegetated.

MINERAL EXPLORATION - DRILL SITES
Drill sites and wate r line s should be locate d as m uch as possible in are as where access to them and their
operation will create the least am ount of disturbance. U se the sm allest drill pad area c onsistent with safe
working practices. If clearing and levelling is required, the areas levelled should be no larger than
necessary. Trees should be felled, bucked and piled neatly. A permit obtained from the W ater Resources
Division of the Department of Environment and Labour is required before drilling can take place on any
watercourse or body of water. Diamond drilling cannot be carried out within buffer zones in protected
water supply areas as follows:
Body of Water

Width of Buffer Zone

Intake Pond/Lake

150 metres

River Intake

150 metres for a distance of 1 kilometre upstream and 100 m etres
downstream

Main River Channel

75 metres

Main Tributaries/lakes/ponds

50 metres

Other bodies of water

30 metres

These buffer zones may be broadened at the discretion of Environment and Labour. Buffer zones may
also be imposed around sensitive areas such as steep slopes, bogs and marshes and any other area
deem ed nece ssary by Environm ent and Lab our.
Careful planning is needed to minimize the length and number of access trails. Fewer trails reduce
operational costs and erosion problems and simplify site restoration if an area is abandoned.
An ade qua te clos ed circuit fac ility m ust be pro vided for drilling m ud a nd floccu lating agen ts. This facility
can con sist of a series of settling tanks and/or a sm all well constructed se ttling pond or sum p a short
distance down slope from the drill. All fuel and hazardous materials present on the site must be handled
with care so as to minimize the possibility of spills. The area cleared for a storage site should be the
minimum size required, be at least 100 metres from the nearest waterbody and dyked. In general, drilling
waste shall not be allowed to enter streams or lakes or to run uncontrolled. If drilling is performed on a
frozen waterbody, only sufficient fuel for one refueling shall be brought on the ice at one time.
All pump units shall be located on land o r shall be contained in a shelter with absorbent pads to abs orb
any oil, etc. that m ay leak . In th e case of winte r drilling, pum ps will be allowed on the ice pro vided there is
a provision to collect d rippings. These pro visions will be stipulated under the C ertificate of A pproval. All
maintenance of a drill rig or any other equipment involving any work other than emergency repairs shall be
carried out on land and at least 100 metres from the nearest body of water.
At the term ination of ex ploration all fue l or haza rdou s m aterials are to be rem oved from the area, the site
resloped and revegetated only if natural revegetation appears unlikely. All waste (garbage, sanitary waste,
broken tools, drill pipe, scrap, used drill mud, grout, etc.) shall be collected, transported and disposed of at
a site approved by Environment and Labour and in no case shall this site be within 100 metres of any body
of water.
In the event of a spill of fuel and/or hazardous materials, in excess of 70 litres, it must be reported through
the 24 hour Spill Re port N um ber 70 9-772-2083. Im m ediate ste ps should be take n to ensure that the spill
is contained in dykes and/or booms and cleaned up by oil absorbent materials.
Drill holes are often inadequately plugged by leaving a piece of drill stem in the hole or by stuffing a branch
of convenient size into it. Proper final abandonment of exploration holes should require the use of
comm ercially available high swelling clays such as bentonite. In particular, holes through which water
flows and deep drill holes should be plugged. Occasionally a drill hole is deepened after core interpretation
or the hole is logged at a future date. Capping the borehole until all work has been completed, and then
final abandonment should be the procedure followed.
Rack s of drill core shou ld be stored at one cen tral location and m ust be protected to the extent nec essary
to preserve the core's original technical value. The neces sary protection is going to depend on the nature
and physical characteristics of the drill core.

MINERAL EXPLORATION - TRENCHING
Surface disturbance occurs when excavating test trenches or pits. Serious problems that may arise can
be minimized if simple precautions are employed.
Hand excavation is preferable to mechanical excavation because disturbance is limited to the trench and
its vicinity, however, if mechanical means are necessary backhoes are the most suitable machines as they
are m ore effic ient and cause less dam age to the local environm ent tha n bulldoze rs. Consideratio n should
be g iven to selec ting the m ost appro priate type of o ff-roa d vehicle fo r the job an d the terrain. Veh icles w ith
the optimum traction and load distribution characteristics can greatly reduce disturbance in travelling from
site to site and thereby reduce rehabilitation costs upon completion of the work. Equipment should be
brought in on carefully prepared trails (See Section 4). Mechanical excavations and stripping with W ajax
water pump cannot be carried out within buffer zones of protected water supply areas.

The first step is to selectively remove and stock pile the topsoil and organic m aterial. If the trenche s have
to be left open for a period of time, the piles of excavated material should be contoured and stabilized.
W hen a trench is backfilled, the material should be replaced in the reverse order than it was excavated.
After backfilling and compaction is completed, the surface should be stabilized. If natural regeneration
appears unlikely, then the entire site should be revegetated.
Important geological features - mineral occurrences, fossil sites, etc. - may be left open for future viewing
if industry in consultation with officials of the Departments of Mines and Energy and Environment and
Labour, deem them to be unique.
In th e event of the discovery of a poss ible historic re sources or archaeological obje ct, all work s hould
cease in the imm ediate area of the discovery until Historic Resources Division of the Department of
Tourism and Culture advises the contractor, etc. as to the disposition of the discovery and/or authorizes
the renewal of the work. A Historic resource is defined as a work of nature or of humans that is primarily of
value for its archaeological, prehistoric, historic, cultural, natural, scientific or aesthetic interest and
includes an archaeological, prehistoric, historic or natural site, structure or object. An archaeological object
means an object showing evidence of manufacture, alteration or use by humans that is found in or on land
and is of value for the information that it may give on prehistoric or historic human activity in the province
and includes human rem ains. Archaeological Investigation Permits from the Historic Resources Division
of the Department of Tourism and Culture are required for archaeological surveying, archaeological
excavation and historic resource impact assessments.

ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE USE
Person s wishing to establish ATV trails will be required to obtain a licence of occup ation. Areas where
ATV use is permitted includes (1) areas underlain by forested mineral soils (2) trails constructed under
licence pursuant to the Lands Act (3) abandoned railway corridors, beaches, abandoned highways, forest
access roads, roads constructed under licence pursuant to the Lands Act and any other road constructed
for the purpose of providing vehicle access to resources where ATV use m ay be prohibited by virtue of
other requirements (in reserved area, etc.) (4) privately owned land less than ten hectares (5) working
farms (6) land in Labrador north of latitude 54 and (7) any lands when snow-covered and frozen below
ground surface.
ATV use in wetland and barren areas is restricted to approved, properly constructed trails. A licence of
occupation for trail construction must be obtained from the Department of Government Services and
Lands.

ABANDONMENT AND REHABILITATION
The m ost basic task in abandoning any site is removal of material. All waste and other discarded material
should be removed from pits, quarries, laydown areas, camps and any other disturbed sites to an
approved waste disposal area. Camp sites in particular must be carefully cleaned up. Tent frames and
out-buildings should be dismantled and removed, along with any fuel or fuel containers. Any oil saturated
soil, snow or ice should be excavated and disposed of at a site approved by the Department of
Government Services and Lands.
If access roads are to be abandoned, they must have a system of permanent erosion control, with erosion
bars placed at frequent intervals to ensure stability. All bridges and culverts should be removed and
stream banks restored after obtaining approval from the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans and
the provincial Department of Environment and Labour. The road surface itself should be scarified or
ripped to promote natural regeneration, or to provide a suitable site for revegetation. Abandoned roads
m ust be block ed to vehicular access to prevent w ate rcourse fo rdings which could lead to serious soil
erosion problems.

W hen local topography has been disturbed, the original contours should be restored, preferably to grades
2:1 or less. Eros ion-prone area s m ay require revegetation to limit future prob lem s. This be gins with
providing a fertile surface dressing of topsoil and organic material, which should have been stockpiled
when the area was originally cleared. Until new growth is established, erosion can be controlled by using a
mulch to stabilize the bare ground. One popular method is hydroseeding, whereby a slurry composed of
seed, fertilizer, mulch and water is pumped through a nozzle and sprayed over the ground. W hen planning
any revegetation program, the Departments of Environment and Labour and Mines and Energy should be
consulted.

APP EN DIX
Perm its and app rova ls that m ay be requ ired fo r Mineral Exploration Projects .
(This permit/licence list is based on information obtained from the agencies named and is not
neces sarily com plete).

GOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
Department of Environment and Labour
The Occupational Health and Safety Act 1978 - places specific obligations on government, employers,
workers and self employed persons to protect the health and safety of workers and all other persons at or
near the workplace.
Occupational Health and Safety Act 1990 - requires employers to register prior to construction, any new
construction project or industrial enterprise.
Contact: Director of Occupational Health and Safety Services - 729-5548.
Occupational Health and Safety Com mittees - are required to be established in each workplace where ten
or more workers are employed, to monitor the health, safety and welfare of the workers employed at the
workplace.
Contact: Director of Education and Com mittees - 729-2703.
First A id R egulation s, 1 986 - requires em ployers to pro vide and m aintain first aid supplies and services in
each workplace.
Contact: Director of Occupational Health and Safety Services - 729-5548.
Righ t of wo rke r to refuse to work - a worker m ay refu se to do any work that he has reas ona ble groun ds to
believe is dangerous to health or safety, or the health and safety of any other person in the workplace.
Contact: Director of Occupational Health and Safety Services - 729-5548.
The Regulation of Mines Act, Chapter 330 - prescribes standards for the design, use and safe operation of
equipment used at mines, in accordance with adopted codes and negotiated national and international
agreements.
Contact: Director of Occupational Health and Safety Inspections - 729-5548.
The Mines (Safety of W orkers) Regulations 1957 - provides for the occupational health and safety of
workers at mines.

Approvals - are required for the use and storage of explosives at mines and the use of internal combustion
equipment underground.
Permits - are required for the storage of explosives used at mines and internal combustion equipment
used underground.
Contact: Director of Occupational Health and Safety Inspections - 729-5548.
The Radiation Health and Safety Act Chapter R-1 - the purpose of this Act is the protection of persons
exp ose d to radiation and the regulation of the use a nd ins tallation of radiation equipm ent.
Approv al - is req uired for pe rm ane nt insta llation of ra diation equ ipm ent.
Registration - is required for all radiation equipmen t, whether operated or not, and ann ually thereafter.
Contact: Manager, Medical and Hygiene Services - 729-2644
Surveys - are required for a new installation or mo dification and eve ry two years thereafter.
Re gistration - is required by pe rsons s elling, su pplying o r servicing radiation eq uipm ent.
Certification - as a medical or dental practitioner is required for those who prescribe the use of radiation
equipment for the irradiation of human subjects.
Registration - is required before any person is permitted to operate radiation equipment for the irradiation
of human subjects.
Certificatio n - b y the Ca nadian G overnm ent Sp ecificatio ns Board or registration as a ve terinarian is
required for any person prescribing the use of radiation equipment for irradiation of other than human
subjects.
Asbestos Abatement Code of Practice - the purpose of this code is to regulate the use or removal of
asbestos or products containing asbestos and the protection of the individuals exposed to asbestos fibers.
Contact: Manager, Medical and Hygiene Services - 729-2644
Registration - is required by any person, firm, corpo ration or other entity before they may enga ge or work
at th e business of a sbestos rem oval.
Contact: Manager, Medical and Hygiene Services - 729-2644.
The Environment Act, 1995 - written approval is required before proceeding with any alterations to any
body of water or flow therein. Eg. Bridges, Culverts, etc.
Contact: Manager, W ater Investigations Section - 729-5713.
The Environment Act, 1995 - written approval is required for all development activities within protected as
well as unprotected public water supply areas.
Contact: Manager, Surface W ater Section - 729-2535.
A water use authorization - will be required for any beneficial use or diversion of SURFACE, GROUND
and SHORE W ATERS.
Contact: W ater Resources Management Engineer, W ater Rights Section - 729-4795.

The W ell D rilling Ac t, 19 81 - provides for licencing of w ell drillers, requirem ents for the locatio n of wells
from sou rces of p ollution, w ell reco rds, construc tion, testing an d ab and onm ent.
Contact: Groundwater Manager - 729-2539.
A Certificate of Approval - is required for any sewage works, with the exception of on site systems.
A Certificate of Approval - is also required for any water distribution system.
Contact: Director of Environmental Management Division - 729-2556.
A Certificate of Approval - may be required for any industrial or processing works.
Contact: Director, Industrial Environmental Engineering Division - 729-2555.
The Pestic ides C ontrol Act, RSN 1990, c. P .8 and Re gulations, 1984 - a licence is re quired by individuals
or companies involved in the sale, use, and handling of comm ercial and restricted categories of pesticide
products.
Contact: Manager of Pesticides Control Section - 729-3395.

Dep artm ent o f Fisheries an d Aqu acu lture
The Aquaculture Act - a permit is required for any water based activity related to aquaculture.
Co ntac t: Provincial Aqua culturalist - 729-37 26.

Department of Finance
Retail Sales Tax (RST) Act - outlines the tax status and responsibilities of a non-resident business
entering Newfoundland to perform contracts or engage in other business activities of a temporary nature.
Contact: St. John's - 729-3831; Grand Falls-W indsor - 292-4357; Clarenville - 466-2611; Corner Brook 637-2470.

Department of Forest Resources and Agrifoods
Meat Inspection Act - A licence is required to establish and operate a slaughtering facility for animals to be
consumed as food, unless the facility is operated solely for the provision of food for the operator and the
operato r's fam ily.
Contact: Director, Animal Health Division - 729-6879.
The Forestry Act, 1990 - a permit is required to light fires out-of-doors during the forest fire season as
outlined in the regulations.
The Forestry Act, 1990 - an operating permit is required to carry on logging or sawmill operations on forest
land during the forest fire season.
The Forestry Act, 1990 - a permit is required to cut timber on Crown land.
Contact: Regional Director (Eastern) - 729-2641; (Central) - 256-7131; (W estern) - 637-2409; and
(Labrador) - 896-9377.

The Sawm ill Act - a perm it is required for the operatio n of a s aw m ill.
Co ntac t: Refer to c onta cts fo r the F ores try Act.
The W ildlife Act, 1970 and Amendm ents - a permit is required for the control of nuisance animals.
A permit - is required to collect, import and export any wild animals.
Contact: Director of Wildlife Division - 729-2817.

Department of Government Services and Lands
Urban and R ural Planning Act 1 970 - A developm ent perm it is required for developm ent alongside all
Protected Roads and within Development Control Areas in the Province.
The Crown Lands Act, 1970 - a permit is required to occupy Crown land, including the sea bed and
column of water above it, within three miles offshore of the high water mark.
Contact: Customer Support of the Department of Government Services and Lands Offices - St. John's 729-5392, Clarenville - 466-4060, Gander - 256-1436, Corner Brook - 637-2207, Goose Bay - 896-2661.
The Environment Act, 1995 - a Certificate of Approval is required for any comm ercial sewage works in an
unservic ed are a and not co vered under a m unicipality.
Boilers, Pressure Vessels and Compressed Gas Act - the purpose of this Act is to regulate the design and
installation of boilers, pressure vessels, pressure plants and compressed gas systems.
Approval - is required for the design of boilers, pressure vessels, pressure plants and compressed gas
system s.
Contact: Engineering Services, Government Services and Lands - 729-2747
Perm its - are required for the installation, alteration or repairs to boilers, pressure vesse ls and pressu re
systems.
Licences - are req uired by persons eng aged in the installations, repair, or alteration to boilers, pressure
vessels, or compressed gas systems.
Certification - is required for power engineers, gas installers and welders.
Contact: Engineering Services, Department of Government Services and Lands - 729-2747
The Buildings Accessibility Act 1981 - requires that entrance and facilities available to and accessible by
mem bers of the public for lawful purposes to be available to and accessible by physically disabled
persons.
The Buildings Accessibility Regulations, 1982 - drawings and specifications of design must be submitted
for registration and approval to ensure compliance with the applicable Codes and Standards.
The Elevators Act - regulates the installation of an apparatus, appliance or device used for lifting, lowering,
or transporting persons or goods from one perm anent level floor, landing or point to another.
Approval - must be granted for drawings and specifications of an elevator before the installation or major
alterations c om m enc es. If the de sign m eets the requirem ents of the Act a nd the ap plicab le Safety Co de, a
Registration Num ber is issued.

Contact: Engineering Services, Department of Government Services and Lands - 729-2747.
Boiler, Pressure Vessel and Compressed Gas Act - A Certificate of Inspection is required for the operation
of boilers, pressure vessels and pressure systems when the installation or repair work has been
com pleted . The Ins pectio n C ertificate is re newe d annually.
The Electrical (Inspection Fees) Regulations 1986 - establishes the fees to be paid for the inspecting,
testing and app rova l of electrical wiring and equ ipm ent.
The Electrical Regulations, 1982 - adopts the Canadian Electrical Code C22.1, as the safety standard for
electrical wiring and equipment. In addition, it ensures that only individuals who are qualified to do
electrical work are permitted to do so, and restricts the purchase of electrical permits to qualified electrical
contractors.
Permit - is required for the installation, alteration or repair and inspection of electrical wiring system or
equipm ent. This perm it is only issued to a Registered Electrical Contractor.
Electrical Registration Certificate - required by an individual who performs electrical work and who
qualifies in accordance with section 4 and 5 of the Regulations.
Co ntac t: Mecha nical and B uilding Inspe ctions , Departm ent of Governm ent S ervices a nd L and s - St.
John's - 729 2746, C larenville - 46 6-4060, Gander - 256-1428, C orner Brook - 63 7 2446, G oose Bay 896-2661
Electrical Contractors Registration Certificate - required by an individual who wishes to purchase an
electrical permit and is only issued to individuals who meet the requirements of Section 6 of the Electrical
Regulations, 1994.
Co ntac t: Mecha nical and B uilding Inspe ctions , Departm ent of Governm ent S ervices a nd L and s - St.
John's - 729 2746, C larenville - 46 6-4060, Gander - 256-1428, C orner Brook - 63 7 2446, G oose Bay 896-2661
The Elevators Act - A Ce rtificate of Inspection is required to be issued and prom inently displayed before
an elevator is put in use by the owner.
Co ntac t: Mecha nical and B uilding Inspe ctions , Departm ent of Governm ent S ervices a nd L and s - St.
John's - 729 2746, C larenville - 46 6-4060, Gander - 256-1428, C orner Brook - 63 7 2446, G oose Bay 896-2661
The W aste Ma terial (Disposal) Act, 1973 - a pe rm it is required to establish or alter the boun daries of a
waste managem ent and disposal system.
The Storage and Hand ling of G asoline and Ass ociated Produc ts Regulations, 1982 an d Am endm ents - a
Certificate of Approval is required for the storage and handling of gasoline and associated products.
The Storage of PCB W astes Regulations, 1988 - a permit is required for the transportation or storage of
PCB waste materials.
The Environment Act - A Certificate of Approval may be required for any industrial or processing works.
A Certificate of Approval - is required for Asphalt Plant Set-Up and for Asphalt Plant Operation.
Contact: Regional Operations, Department of Government Services and Lands - St. John's - 729-3084,
Clarenville - 466-4060, Gander - 256-1420, Corner Brook - 637-2204, Goose Bay - 896-2661.
Department of Health Act, 1990

Pu blic He alth Sanita tion Re gulations (19 91) - approval is re quired fo r the insta llation of a w ell to supply
drinking water.
Sewage Disposal System R egulations (1985) - a permit is required for the installation of on site sewage
disposal systems.
Contact: Operations Division, Department of Government Services and Lands - St. John's - 729-0485,
Carbonear - 78 6-5032, Clarenville - 46 6-4060, Gander - 256-1428, C orner Brook - 63 7-2446, Goose Bay 896-2661.
Swim m ing Pool Regu lations (197 8/93) - a license is required for the construction and opera tion of a
swimm ing pool, waterslide, etc. for any facility that is involved with providing swimm ing or recreational
bathin g subjec t to c om pliance with pertine nt legislation. License is ren ew ed annually.
Food and Drug Act, Food and Drug Eating Establishment Regulations, 1966 - a Food Establishment
License may be issued to any premise that is involved in the sale, production, manufacturing, preparation,
storage and/or distribution of food subject to compliance with all pertinent legislation.
Department of Health Act, 1990 - Approval is required for the development of all Cemetery Sites.
Public Health (Sanitation) Regulations, 1991 - Bacteriological analysis of private water samples will be
performed on a dem and basis.
Contact: Operations Division, Department of Government Services and Lands - St. John's - 729-0485,
Carbonear - 78 6-5032, Clarenville - 46 6-4060, Gander - 256-1428, C orner Brook - 63 7-2446, Goose Bay 896-2661.
Salvage Dealers Act - a licence is required by individuals or companies to operate a salvage yard.
Contact: Supervisor of Licencing and Enforcement - 729-2595.

Department of Industry, Trade and Technology
Development Areas (Lands) Act - permission is required for any development activity, whether domestic,
industrial or comm ercial within the Bull Arm D evelopment Area.
Contact: Director, Business Analysis Division - 729-5066.

Department of Justice
The Corporations Act, Section 433 (1) - a domestic or extra-provincial company shall not begin or carry on
an unde rtaking in this province until it is registered unde r this Act. Note - extra-provincial com panies are
"registered " and local (N ewfoun dland an d La brad or) com pan ies are "inco rporated ".
Contact: Registrar of Deeds and Com panies - 729-3316

M un icipa l/Co mmun ity Co un cils
The Municipalities Act, 1979 - a building permit is required for any building proposal which falls within a
municipal jurisdiction.
Urban and R ural Planning Act - a developm ent perm it is required for all developm ent with in a Re gional,
Municipal or local planning area or in a protected area.

Contact: Town Clerk of Council concerned.

Department of Mines and Energy
Petroleum and Natural Gas Act, 1970, and Draft Regulations - a permit is required for petroleum
exploration, development and production activities on land.
Contact: Director of Petroleum R esource Development - 729-2323.
The Qua rry Materials Act, 1976 and Reg ulations - a permit is required for the remo val of any quarry
materials.
Contact: Manager of Quarry Materials Administration - 729-6410.
The Mineral Act, 1976 and Regulations - a mining lease is required for all mining activities.
Contact: Manager of Mineral Rights - 729-6418.
The Mineral Regulations 1983, (Am endment) under the Mineral Act (O.C. 95-730) - a person who intends
to conduct a detailed systematic search for minerals on areas either licenced or leased under the Mineral
Act, or granted or issued by anothe r Act, mu st subm it a description of the planned e xploration before
commencing the work.
W hen mineral exploration work involves heavy machinery, airborne surveys, extensive use of off-road
vehicles or establishment of camps or other activities capable of impacting the environment, an
exploration approval is required.
Contact: Director of Mineral Lands Division - 729-6425

Department of Social Services
Day Care and Ho m em aker S ervices Act, R.S.N., 1990 - a licence is required to operate a da y care centre
where four or more children are being cared for. A licence is also required to operate Hom emak er - Home
Suppo rt Services .
Contacts:
re: Day Care: Director, Fam ily and Rehabilitative Services Division - 729-2436.
re: Hom emak er Service Agency: Nursing Consultant - 729-3113.
Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation Tourism Establishment Act - Tourist Establishment
Regulations. A permit is required to build any accomm odations. A licence is required to operate an
accomm odations facility. Accomm odations include hotels, motels, hospitality homes, hunting/fishing
camps, trailer parks and cabins. Recent policy requires only that vessels possess Safety Compliance from
Coast Guard. Contact: Director of Tourism D evelopment - 729-2822.
The W ilderness and Ecological Reserves Act, 1980 and Amendm ents - a permit is required for any travel
or proposed activity within an ecological or wilderness area. A Scientific Research Permit is required for
any research conducted within an Ecological or W ilderness Reserve.
Provincial Parks Act - A Permit is required for most activities within a Provincial Park.
Contact: Director of Parks Division - 729-2424.

Th e Historic R eso urces A ct - an arch aeo logica l investigation m ay be requ ired fo r any unde rtaking. A
perm it is required for any archaeo logical investigation on land or under water.
Archaeological Investigations Permit Regulations (1991) - These specify the professional qualifications
that an arc hae ologist m ust have in orde r to qualify for a perm it to survey for and/o r exc avate
archaeological sites in the province. The regulations also delineate the methods and procedures to be
followed by the archaeologist in the field.
Contact: Resource Archaeologist - 729-2460.

Department of Works, Services and Transportation
Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act - those handling, offering for transport or transporting any
dangerous goods must com ply with the Act. No actual permit issued.
Contact: Manager of Transportation Regulation Enforcement - 729-3454
Department of Transportation and Comm unications Act, 1983 - a permit may be required for any
development within a highway reservation established by the Department of W orks, Services and
Tran sporta tion. Access off any highway und er the D epartm ent of W ork s, Services and T ran sporta tion's
jurisdiction m ay require a perm it.
Contact: District Manager, St. John's - 729-2381, Clarenville - 466-7953, Grand Falls - 292-4300 and Deer
Lake - 635-2162.

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
Agriculture Canada
Plant Protection Act - Plant Protection Regulations: permission is required for any activity which might
transport plant debris and soil into an area designated as a disease free area under the Plant Quarantine
Regulations.
Contact: Program Officer, Plant Protection - 772-5030.

Environment Canada
The Ca nadian Environm ental P rotec tion Ac t - Part VI, a perm it is required for any ocean disposal.
A Letter of Authorization - by the Minister is required for PCB destruction technology and treatment
tec hnology.
The Dangerous Goods Transportation Act, 1982 - Environmental Protection is required to inspect any
cargo of wa ste m aterial being shipped o ut of Canad a from Newfo undland and Labrador.
Contact: Manager, Compliance and Enforcement - 772-4047.
The Fisheries Act (Section 36 - 42) - deleterious substances cannot be discharged into fish-bearing
waters. Plans and specifications may be required.
Contact: Manager, Pollution Prevention - 772-4005.

Fisheries And Oceans Canada
Newfoundland Fisheries Regulations under Section 35 of The Fisheries Act - development plans may
have to be reviewed by Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
Contact: Section Head, Habitat Evaluation Section - 772-4912.
Fish eries Act - a n ap prov al m ay be requ ired fo r any activity which m ay im pac t on fish and /or fish hab itat.
Contact: Area Habitat Coordinator; Area 1 (Eastern) 772-5597; Area 2 (Southern) 832-0010; Area 3
(Central) 292-5197; Area 4 (Labrador) 896-2642; Area 5 (Western) 637-4349; or Section Head, Habitat
Evaluation, Marine Environment and Habitat Management 772-4912.

Transport Canada
The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act - those handling, offering for transport or transport of any
dangerous goods must com ply with the Act. No actual permit issued.
Contact: Department of Transportation - 729-3454 or Transport Canada anutech - 613-992-4642
(Emergencies) - 613-996-6666.
The Navigable W aters Protection Act - a permit is required for any works or construction activity located
below the high water mark, either over, under, through or across any navigable coastal waters.
Contact: Regional Superintendent of the Navigable Waters Protection Act - 772-2284.

